
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 
 

I am sitting in Earth Science class, sophomore year of high school.  

All I can focus on is the large clock hanging on the wall.  There is 

no doubt about it, I am bored…so very bored and the clock just 

does not move.  It is the last period of the day.  The teacher is 

droning on and on in a monotone voice (frankly, nobody thinks he 

really cares about rocks and minerals).  My eyelids are so heavy, 

I feel like my whole face is going to land on my desk if I’m not 

careful.  I decide to do an experiment and stop even looking up at 

the clock.  Why torture myself?  Maybe if I concentrate on not 

checking it, time will actually go faster.  But my resolve doesn’t 

last very long.  I can’t help myself.  I decide to check just one 

more time.  Bad idea.  Had only five minutes gone by? 

 

Our perception of time is a strange thing, isn’t it?  It seems so 

dependent on whatever is going on for us.  Time can go slow, fast, 

or even “stand still”, but it is always passes at the same speed in 

terms of seconds, minutes and hours. And then, to add to the mix, 

there is the amount of time we consciously mark in one way or 

another, and the amount of time that simply happens.  I am always 

amazed to hear about the cumulative amount of time we spend 

doing certain things, and we don’t take that in unless we hear or 

read someone commenting about it.  According to studies done, 

on average, people spend 229,961 hours of their lives sleeping (a 

third of our lifetime), 32,098 hours eating and drinking beverages, 

37,935 hours driving (a distance that covers three times to the 

moon and back), 90,360 hours working, and 80,486 hours 

watching TV (nine years’ worth).  Of course, another hot topic 

these days is how much time people spend in general looking at 

their screens.  The consensus?  We spend a full half of our waking 

hours. 

 

From theological perspective, time is a gift.  No matter how we 

experience it, no matter how we mark it, and no matter what we 

use it for, time is a gift.  Frankly, it’s a holy, sacred gift.  Thus, 

how we use our time is our gift to God. 

 

At this the beginning of 2020 (it’s so hard to believe, right?) can 

we start off on the right foot?  Can we make a commitment to 

ourselves and to our God to prioritize our time usage as best we 

can? Of course stuff happens and interrupts the best of plans, but 

you and I know there are things we can do to make sure we use 

our time in a way that represents our gift to God.  Let’s welcome 

the challenge!  Happy New Year!    

 

Faithfully Yours, Barbara 

 

 
 

   

The Sacrament of Communion, 
Sunday, January 5th, 2020 

 
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated in our 

Sanctuary. If you are wondering whether or not to participate, 

be assured that you are invited and encouraged to share in 

Communion as one who loves Christ and  

seeks to walk with Him. 

 

 

What’s Brewing? 

Sunday, January 12th, 2020 

The Welcoming Prayer 
 

Please stay after our Worship Service and Coffee Hour! Barbara 

will present a special What’s Brewing? program on The 

Welcoming Prayer at 11:30am in Fisher Hall.  The Welcoming 

Prayer is a very specific spiritual practice which is taught by the 

Contemplative Outreach organization. It is a wonderful and 

meaningful method of consenting to God’s presence in our 

physical and emotional reactions to events and situations in daily 

life. Join us to find out all about it! 

 

 

 

Wilson Memorial Church Annual Meeting 
 

The Annual Meeting of our Congregation will be held         

January 26th, 2020 immediately following our Worship Service. 

Please remember that all committees and groups that normally 

report on their yearly activities in the Annual Report must have 

these reports in by January 3rd, in order to give the office 

sufficient time to prepare for the Annual Meeting. Note: Please 

whenever possible send your report in online to 

Wilsonchurch@verizon.net 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR… 

 

Happy New Year! I do love the cycles of years. Some years just 

need to be said goodbye to. We take the joys, tragedies, 

disappointments, and gains and put them in a box on the memory 

shelf of our lives. We never enter a year with a blank slate, but it 

is a fresh start to organize those things “collected” over 2019 and 

enter into 2020 with those things that move us forward. I’ve 

learned, or at least become more acutely aware, of some things in 

2019. It’s cliché these days to even mention our busy lives, but I 

have noticed more and more that busyness keeps our families 

from the “gathered” times of our church family. The family of 

God have always depended on those times we gather to grow in 

faith together. The elders pass along their faith stories to the young 

and the young speak into the church about what the Spirit has to 

say in the coming year. In that way, we all grow as a community. 

The demands of suburban life have blown a hole in church life 

and I know I have spent the better part of the last few years trying  
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to figure how to turn it around. We have creative and engaging 

programming; we reduced the number of meeting times; we 

changed them around to accommodate family schedules; and still 

find that our opportunities to help form faith in our young and 

breathe life into our “not-so-young” seems to grow smaller and 

smaller. As a result, there are a few things I am taking into the 

new year and I’d like for you to join me.  

1) I’m calling a “parent summit” for Sunday, January 26th 

(time will be determined if a lunch or early dinner in 

an email coming soon). I’m hoping to gather as many 

whole families as I can to chat about faith life and how 

we might engage God as a family – both our own 

family and church family. I’ll be sending out RSVP’s 

soon, but if you could get that on your calendar now, 

that would be most helpful. We will eat together and 

have as open and frank conversation as we can about 

how our church can intersect with family and faith.  

2) I’m am working to develop “Growing Faith at Home”. 

Family is the most vital component in faith formation, 

including the church. There is already a Growing Faith 

at Home section of our website with weekly 

downloadable family guides. More will be added in the 

coming year so you can build faith practices and 

traditions at home.  

3) “Second Sunday” itself will be changing from a 

monthly dinner to monthly opportunities, field trips, 

etc. to grow and stretch faith. I’ll be inviting whole 

families to continue to participate and even take on a 

monthly project to introduce to the group or even the 

whole church. We will always include food and a good 

dose of fun, but I believe it’s vital for our young adults 

to see the acts of good and compassion being done in 

the name of Jesus in our area.  

4) I am inviting anyone who wants to learn more about 

their faith to help me create a weekly learning 

opportunity that combines gathered times and online 

engagements to help grow faith. We will make that 

conversation a part of the summit, but anyone is 

welcome to join that conversation now.  

 

Bottom line is that your church is committed to growing, and we 

want to do so in an encouraging and life-giving way, not a 

shaming or guilt-filled way. That means we need the engagement 

of everyone – young and old – in this work we do. We are a 

family, a community that depends on one another and what each 

other brings to the table. I hope you can join me in this work as 

we take the good we have been given into the new year. 

Blessings, Michael 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

 

Barbara is back! Any yet, this column, which was an attempt to 

fill the space where Barbara’s message would have been, has still 

not completed its task.  

 

There are many more as yet unmentioned, who give of themselves 

in benefit of our church. For example, what a team there was that 

made our memorial Christmas tree display happen! The 

Shpunders took the lead supplying many of the materials and 

much of the physical work, plus a lot of energetic leg work by 

Lisa. Several others could be found out there in the cold and/or 

dark, sinking rebar, stringing lights and figuring out the 

appropriate electrical plan, including Michael, Keith, Lorri, Pam, 

Kim and Danielle and Harold. And all this was the result of an 

idea brought to us by Laurie Conley.  

 

We are especially blessed by all the lovely music we experience, 

which brings to mind our choir director, Jim Musacchio, who 

devotes so much energy to providing us with fine music each 

Sunday, as well as special events such as Jazz Sunday and the 

recent Camerata concert by the Masterwork Chorus. And where 

would the choir be without the talent and energy of Roberta Smith 

who goes above and beyond playing those keyed instruments with 

her musical choices. Then there’s her involvement in VBS as well 

as her being our ICCC standard bearer, just to name a couple. 

Before leaving the choir, I should mention Barbara Williford’s 

attention to the details of any of the choir’s involvement in special 

coffee hours. Appreciation too, goes to all the choir members who 

show up every week for rehearsal and Sunday service. While we 

are on the topic of music, I mentioned Pam Cox’s valuable 

leadership previously but now I shout out to all the musicians who 

play the bells for us with such enthusiasm. I especially get a kick 

out of Deidre Seidel playing all those great big bells all by herself!  

I want to mention some young people as well. Alexis Shpunder, 

is another Sunday school super star who I have seen lighting the 

candle, participating in the service as a reader and is a member of 

our bell choir. Blake Januzzi serves on our Executive Board. 

Stuart Whitley, who is in our Boy Scout group, recently leant a 

hand with the Christmas gift bags as did Ed and Doris Herrmann, 

Kim and Danielle Nunn, Lori Goucher and Lauren Quinn, Yvette 

Whitley, Laurie Conley, Lisa and Alexis Shpunder, Hannah 

Stefanovic, and Deidre Seidel not to mention the chief organizer, 

Lisa Renaud.  

 

Thank you one and all who provided the many gifts inside those 

bags! Roger and Arlene Seidel guided us through 26 years of 

Sunday School and still have the energy to jump in at a moment’s 

notice. You had to see their Charlotte’s Web creation for the 

Enchanted Forest!...or Enchanted Hallway as it turned out to be 

due to the weather. Just fabulous!  

 

I have several more doers of good deeds whom I will reserve for 

the next issue of Hilltopics. In the meantime, I am still accepting 

suggestions at angeladv@aol.com or at 908 512-1000 call or text.  

 

FINANCIAL FACTS-NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER… 

 

As of this writing, on December 18, our Congregational Giving is 

ahead of this time last year. That is encouraging, since we have a 

steep hill to climb this year. 

 

We had a terrific response to our first Christmas Tree Dedication 

event, which not only honored our loved ones, but raised over 

$3,000! The Advent Dinner was a great lead-in to the community 

tree lighting and fireworks. Have you seen the awesome pictures 

Harold Kreis captured? 

 

The Choir hosted a wonderful concert featuring the Masterwork 

Camerata, raising $415 towards our music program. Again, a very 

special night of holiday music.  

 

But, of course, it's not all about the money. More importantly, 

these events offer opportunities to gather together, experience our 

community and enjoy a wonderful holiday season. 

 

With gratitude, Pam 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS IN JANUARY! 

 

Confirmation is a special time when young people in eighth grade 

or have reached 13 years old (or older) are encouraged to confirm 

the vows made at their baptism.  The Confirmation program at 

Wilson Memorial involves classes, connecting with an adult 

mentor, community service and a special project.  The dates and 

times for the classes are worked out with the participants in the 

program.  If you are planning for your son or daughter to be a 

member of the 2020 Confirmation Class, please contact Barbara, 

stirlingpeters@verizon.net.  Confirmation Sunday is April 5, 

2020. 

 

 

 

Keep your eyes and ears open for our upcoming 

Pre-Valentine’s Day Coat Drive! 
 

 
 

 

 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

 

The FRIPPERY thrift shop, the yellow house in the top parking 

lot. Open Tuesday, Thursday and the first Saturday of each month 

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM.  

 

Mark your 2020 calendars! OPEN Saturday, January 4th for our 

WORLD FAMOUS $10 fill a bag sale!!!(* with a $1 donation to 

Starfish). Lenox, crystal, china, platters, pitchers and pictures, 

frames, home decor, doo dads, DVDs (limit 10 per bag, CDs (limit 

10 per bag), Christmas items, china, games, toys, books, 

linens and SO MUCH MORE! *If it's too large for a bag, it 

becomes 1/2 price!!!! 

 

Clothing sale.... * With a $1 donation to Starfish ALL regular $4 

items become only $1 each!! Special tagged items will be 1/2 

price. We change over to spring /summer clothing around 2/14... 

BIG CLEARANCE sales will be going on in January. Happy New 

Year from all the Frippery Volunteers.  

 

UNITED FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SOCIETY -

CHRISTMAS GIFT DRIVE 2019… 

 

Thank you one and all for another successful gift campaign! 104 

babies, children and adults had gifts under the tree this year 

because of your generosity. It's a big job but Wilson “once again” 

pulled through. I'd like to personally thank my dozen or so “elves” 

that helped for hours on the last day “double checking” the list 

twice and adding in donated items where they were needed. The 

gift cards that were also generously donated completed 14 bags 

that had not been accounted for along with donated items. All in 

all, it was a complete success! Angela will give kudos in her 

message to name the helpers this year.    

 

Lisa Renaud 

 

MARY ANN'S MITTENS … 

 

Please consider adding warm hats, scarves, mittens, gloves, men's 

briefs and warm socks to our mitten tree collection in memory of 

Mary Ann Ingram. All items will be counted January 15th and 

divided between the Somerset County Homeless “count” at the 

end of January and Agape House (A temporary homeless shelter 

for 25 families and 12 adults, only giving a 90 day stay period) in 

Somerville. Any questions, please call Lisa Renaud 908-625-

5042. 

 

STARFISH… 

 

Thanks to all of you that purchased pumpkin, turkey and 

snowmen pins during coffee hour the past few months. Those 

dollars added up will be turning into $100 worth of diapers and 

diaper wipes for Starfish!   

 

 Lisa Renaud 

 

PERSONAL ITEMS…         

 

We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems, 

Patti Lohr, Rev. Ron Miller, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Howard 

Beyer, Janet Meeks, Joyce Possien, Ellie Groves, Joy Jurgens, 

Eva Wehof and Alison Barr.  
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                  Wilson Memorial Church Monthly Activities 

January 2020 Hilltopics 

 

   

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

    

     New Year’s Day 

 
 

 

 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Communion 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

  

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm     

 

AA/SA 7:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chorus Group  

9:00am – 5:00pm 

Fisher Hall 

 

 

12 13 14 15   16 17 18 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

“What’s Brewing?” 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
Country Squire 9:00:am 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Annual Meeting After 
Church  

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 
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